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Q2 Provincial Snapshot:
Total Number
of Sales

Total Value
of Sales

35,113

$37.13B

April
May
June

10,693
12,056
12,364

$10.93B
$12.92B
$13.28B

Across the Regions at a Glance:

Greater Vancouver
Vancouver Island
Kootenay
Okanagan
Fraser Valley
BC North /Northwest

Q2 Total Number
of Sales

Q2 Total Value of
Sales (Billions)

14,380
5,917
1,653
5,580
4,788
2,795

$19.86B
$5.81B
$0.78B
$4.32B
$5.33B
$1.01B

Regional Highlights Summary includes all property types (Detached, Condo, Attached).
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British Columbia Q2, 2022

Residential Sales Summary Report
April - June

Landcor’s Quarterly Residential Sales Summary reports on property sale values within BC. Providing sales
information on a regional level, these charts compare average and median pricing on different property
types: Detached, Condo and Attached, on a quarterly and monthly basis.

British Columbia All

(1) % change Q2’2022—Q1’2022; (2) % change Q2’2022—Q2’2021
Note: When sales is grouped at the ALL – BC level all are weighted equally. This means each data point contributes the same amount of information to the
average. In this sense, when there are sales that are much higher in Q3 than Q4, the average in Q3 would be higher than Q4.

Median Sale Price Trends | British Columbia All

Sales Count Trends | British Columbia All
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(1) %change Q2’2022—Q1’2022 (2) %change Q2’2022—Q2’2021 (3) %change month to previous month
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(1) %change Q2’2022—Q1’2022 (2) %change Q2’2022—Q2’2021 (3) %change month to previous month
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British Columbia Q2, 2022

Residential Sales Summary Report
April to June

(1) %change Q2’2022—Q1’2022 (2) %change Q2’2022—Q2’2021 (3) %change month to previous month
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BC Housing Market Overview – Q2, 2022
This section of our report is prepared by economist WILL DUNNING. Views expressed by Will Dunning are his own and do
not necessarily represent those of Landcor Data Corporation. Will Dunning operates a consulting firm that specializes in
analysis of housing markets.

I see the second quarter as an “in-between”
time. Clearly, large rises in interest rates are
causing a downward transition in housing
markets in BC, and across the country. Yet, it
is too soon to have a clear picture of where this
is headed. In the last edition of this report, I
commented that “mortgage interest rates have
far surpassed the levels that I consider neutral,
and if that situation persists, substantial
negative effects might spread beyond housing
into the broader economy, in BC and across
the country.”

Since then, I have used my private database on
rents and house prices to calculate that as of
last May, the “neutral” mortgage rate was
2.6%. As I write this (on August 24), typical
rates are now 4.8% for 5-year fixed rate
mortgages and 4.2% for variable rate
mortgages. I fear that the current excessive
levels of these interest rates might become
severely disruptive, starting with the housing
market and then infecting the broader
economy.

Figure 1

Landcor reports that there were 35,113 sales in the second quarter this year, which was 28% lower
compared to a year earlier. In a long-term perspective, this is a decent performance, almost exactly
equal to the long-term average (34,671) for second quarters.
Figure 2 on the next page shows that in a shorter-term view, on a seasonally-adjusted basis, second
quarter sales (29,300) fell versus the first quarter (the drop versus Q1 was 15%). BC housing markets
have quite rapidly transitioned from being stronger than average to close-to-average, and the
direction is ominous.
(In some charts, trend lines have been added, where I judge that they help improve understanding of trends.
Where those trend lines are present, they are labelled “Poly.”)
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Figure 2

Sales in the second quarter only partly reflect the rise in interest rates, for several reasons that imply
that sales are going to fall further in the coming months:
Interest rates were rising during the second quarter. For the entire quarter, the average rate for
fixed rate mortgages was 4.3%; for variable rates, the average was 2.55%. With rates now
considerably above those averages, affordability is now worse than it was during the second
quarter (and even more so compared to the first quarter, when the average rates were 2.96% and
1.50%, respectively).
Many of the sales that were recorded during the second quarter reflect conditions that existed
earlier: many buyers were taking advantage of rate guarantees at lower interest rates. Now,
attractive guaranteed rates have largely expired.
Housing completions remain elevated, due to high levels of housing starts that occurred earlier
(see Figure 3). As new homes have been completed and the buyers have taken possession of
them, those closings have supported the quarterly sales totals. Housing completions accounted
for about one-third of sales in the second quarter. That component of activity has been relatively
stable at a high level, as it reflects the very favourable conditions that existed previously. The
more-immediate component of activity (resale transactions) is clearly falling very rapidly. This
implies that pre-construction sales of new homes may also be dropping rapidly, which would
result in lower numbers of completions during 2023 and beyond.

Learn more about market trends in British Columbia
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Figure 3

The next chart looks at Landcor’s sales data in a different way (a population-adjusted basis). The
population is growing (and there are more people who could potentially buy homes). The total stock
of housing is expanding because of on-going construction (and as a result there are more homes that
could potentially be sold). We should expect that sales will trend upwards over time. Figure 4 shows
that in historic terms, population-adjusted sales for Q2 were 19% below the long-term average (the
flat red line). By this metric, sales within BC are becoming weak in historic terms.
Figure 4

The employment situation has been a strongly positive factor for housing demand in BC. Figure 5
(which includes monthly data up to July) shows that the level of employment in BC is now about
100,000 higher than before the start of the pandemic. The large amount of job growth that has
happened during the past six years means that there are a lot of potential home buyers in BC.
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Yet, there has been little change in employment during the past four months. It is possible that this is
erroneous data (which sometimes happens). It is also possible that we are seeing the early stages of
an economic reaction to high interest rates. I believe that it is too soon for this, and the economic
effects shouldn’t materialize until late this year. Higher interest rates are intended to reduce inflation,
through a weakening of the economy. Regardless of the uncertainty about the current employment
situation, it seems quite possible that later this year and into next year, employment will begin to fall.
I confess to feeling very uncertain about how strong that downturn might be, and therefore to what
extent the economy will result in further drops in housing activity (on top of the drops that are
resulting from high interest rates).
Figure 5

In understanding the economy, and especially how it might affect the housing market, my preferred
indicator is the percentage of the population that has jobs, in the 25 to 54 age group. As is shown in
Figure 6, this indicator has been very strong for some time, and, with the recovery from the early days
of COVID-19, the employment situation should now be resulting in very strong home sales. Again, this
data is suggesting that BC is now entering a transitional state, in which falling employment for prime
age adults will weigh on housing transactions.
Figure 6
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Statistics Canada estimates that population growth is very rapid in BC. For the year ended April 1,
2022, the estimated growth rate for BC is almost 2%. Growth is now the fastest of the past two
decades. This growth is adding to the requirements for new housing, which were already elevated.
Figure 7

As was shown earlier (in Figure 3) housing completions have been elevated within BC during the past
three years, and the trend rate is now at an annualized rate of just over 40,000 dwelling units.
BC has for a long time suffered from an inadequate total supply of housing. As I commented in the
first quarter edition of this report, I have calculated that there is an accumulated housing shortfall of
more than 100,000 dwellings for the province.
(To address that deficit, there is a need for BC to produce a lot more housing. More details on this can be found
in a report I published in May, the first item on this page: https://www.wdunning.com/recent-reports. For some of
the results for BC, see Table 2 on Page 16 (which shows the estimated deficits as of 2021) and Table 4 on Page
21 (which provides estimates of how much housing production is required for the coming 15 years).)

Reduced home sales and downward price adjustments in the coming months might create an
impression that there is less pressure in the market, and some people might conclude that supply is
no longer an issue. But, this slowing will just be a short-term variation away from a long-term trend in
which inadequate housing supplies will continue to make it very difficult for the people of BC to meet
their reasonable housing needs.
Regional Variations for Sales
Landcor’s data shows that during 2022-Q2, residential sales were down by 28% compared to a year
earlier. As is shown in the following table, sales dropped in all of the six regions. The largest drops
were for Fraser Valley and Greater Vancouver. Northern BC saw the smallest drop (just 5%). My
expectation is that in the initial stages of the downturn, the largest drops will occur in the most
expensive (“move-away”) market areas of Greater Vancouver and Fraser Valley, and so far, the data
shows this. More substantial reductions for the “move-to” regions are likely to follow during the
second half of this year.
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Prices

The median price rose in the second quarter, to $810,000 versus $770,000 in the first quarter and was
22% higher than the $665,000 recorded a year ago. During the past two years, the median price has
increased by $252,000 (36%). For the entire period shown in this chart, the average increase is 7.6%
per year.
Figure 8

In earlier reports, it was seen that shifts in consumer choices to low-density housing options (at least
partly due to COVID-19) caused price growth to be strongest for detached homes. With the
developing turn in housing markets, a new pattern seems to be emerging, with higher interest rates
causing a depressurization for the most expensive homes, and a shift in interest towards attached
(townhouse) options, which for Q2 showed the most rapid price growth. As of the second quarter,
price growth was still very strong, but this reflects transactions that were started earlier. As high
interest rates are increasingly felt in the market, we may soon see a sharp turn in price trends.

Learn more about market trends in British Columbia

Pg | 11

landcor.com

Shifts for Affordability
The affordability situation is changing very rapidly. As was shown in Figure 1, interest rates for 5-year
fixed rate mortgages have increased sharply. For the second quarter, the average rate was 4.31%
versus 2.96% in Q1 (and there have been further increases, with the current rate at 4.8%, as of midAugust).
With the recent increases in mortgage interest rates, layered on top of sharply higher house prices,
affordability has been rapidly reduced.
The next two charts show estimates that compare mortgage costs for median-priced homes to
incomes. In these charts, low values indicate that mortgage payments require low percentages of
incomes (i.e., low values indicate improved affordability).
In these charts, the index is equal to 100 over the entire period shown. Therefore, index values below
100 indicate that affordability is better than the long-term average, and values above 100 show
affordability is worse than average.
Figure 9 looks at total mortgage payments. It shows that affordability has recently deteriorated very
badly and very rapidly. The second quarter value of this index (170.9) is now - by a very large margin
- the worst seen in the history of this data. And interest rates are now even higher than the 4.31%
figure that was used for the second quarter. If the current rate (4.8%) is used, this index would be
even higher, at 179.4.
Figure 9

But I don’t consider this the final word on affordability, for two reasons.
Mortgage payments include two components: payment of interest and repayment of the mortgage
principal. I argue that the principal repayment is actually a form of saving, and that the “true” cost of
borrowing is the interest portion only. Potential mortgage borrowers have to be mindful of the total
payment, because they have to qualify for the mortgage, and then they need to budget for the full
payment. But most borrowers are also aware of the distinction between interest and principal. At the
second quarter interest rate (4.31% for 5-year fixed-rates), about one-third (34%) of the payment is
principal repayment and 66% is interest.
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Therefore, the next chart (Figure 10) looks at the relationship between the interest component of
payments versus incomes. Until recently, interest-only costs were below the long-term average. But,
as of 2022-Q2, the combination of much higher prices and interest rates raised the interest-only cost
to 84% above the long-term average.This is now the worst-ever result.
Furthermore, if the current interest rate (4.8%) is used in this calculation, the interest-only cost would
be a massive 104% above average.
These calculations go a long way in explaining why the sale rate has slowed recently, and imply that
we should expect further, and larger, drops.
While economic conditions remain quite positive (apart from interest rates and affordability), the
deterioration of affordability is likely to be the dominant factor for the remainder of this year.

Figure 10

Another consideration around interest rates is that until recently, variable rates had been much lower
than fixed rates, which mitigated the potential effects of higher fixed rates and delayed the slowdown
for home buying. But, with multiple rises in the Bank of Canada’s “policy rate” (the “Overnight Rate”)
variable rates are now much higher than they had been (as was illustrated in Figure 1, my opinionestimate is currently 4.2%). At that interest rate, interest-only affordability is now slightly “less bad”,
but still really bad, and this can be expected to contribute to further housing market weakness in the
coming months.
Earlier this year, low variable rates encouraged a lot of buyers to go with that mortgage option. Those
buyers are now finding that their mortgage costs have escalated. The rapid rise in the variable rates
isn’t going to affect only the housing market – it will cause a lot of real economic hardship for some
mortgage borrowers.
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The Outlook
Economic forecasts are rarely accurate, even under the best of conditions. In the COVID-19 era, there
have been countless, very large surprises, and economic forecasts have been especially non-useful.
Somehow, I managed to anticipate this, and in March 2020, I gave myself permission to stop publishing
forecasts. I have tried to avoid making statements about what will happen. Instead, I have talked about
possible directions. I now concentrate on thinking about risks – what kinds of surprises might we
encounter, and what can we do about those risks to minimize the damages?
There are new risks (which are very hard to anticipate), and old risks (which are a bit less hard to think
about). Risks are also two-sided. We tend to give more attention to downside than upside risks, because
downside risks can hurt us, while upside risks sometimes surprise us by making us better-off.
Here is an old, downside risk that is often on my mind, especially during the past few months.
During the past decade, I have commented a lot of times that in a modern economy, one of the greatest
risks is that a material reduction in house prices could impair the broader economy. The housing market
is very influential within the broader economy. A house price drop that is large enough to affect the
confidence of a lot of people, can cause house prices and employment to push each other downwards in
a “feedback loop”. When that happens, the consequences can be devastating and long-lasting.
This hasn’t happened very often: looking back on my 40 years as a housing market analyst, I can think of
three cases where downward spirals have started in housing markets, resulting in a lot of pain, and in
each case, there was a lost half-decade for the economy: the US starting in 2007/08, southern Ontario
starting in 1990, and BC starting in 1981.
(The opposite can happen, when rising prices interact with the economy in an upward direction, and I’ve
seen some examples of this in the past. This kind of an upward feedback loop might have been a
contributing factor in the economic strength we’ve seen in the past few years.)
Looking at BC from a distance of 3,000 kilometers, there was another period (about a decade ago) when
prices fell, but the drops were not large enough to cause a material economic crisis.
So, I am now alert to a possibility that excessively high interest rates could cause house prices to drop
by enough to kick-off a downward economic spiral.
That said, I am not predicting that this will definitely happen, but there is a risk that it might. The longer
that interest rates stay too high, the greater the risks will become.
As people in BC know very well, once an avalanche or a landslide starts, there is nothing that can be
done to stop it. Once it starts, all that can be done is to survive it, and then get to work on the recovery,
through an expensive and heart-breaking clean-up. But there is something that can be done before the
avalanche starts: don’t cause an avalanche.

Will Dunning has been analyzing housing markets since 1982. He provides analysis to clients in the private, public,
and non-governmental sectors.Services include presentations and briefings, in addition to larger custom research
projects. His website is www.wdunning.com.
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